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A one-day workshop on “India at the Polls, 2019: Significance and Prognosis” 

to be held at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, School of Advanced Study, 

University of London (Senate House, Malet Street 

London WC1E 7HU) on 

Thursday, 14 February 2019 (10.00-17.00 pm) 

 

The 17th general election to India’s Lok Sabha is scheduled to take place in April-May 2019. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had a spectacular success in the 2014 elections under Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, and the Indian National Congress (INC) recorded its 

worst ever electoral performance, both in terms of vote and seat share. A decline in the 

electoral support for the BJP and an increase in the support for the INC and other non-BJP 

parties is evident in recent months. The big question in the forthcoming election is whether 

the BJP will retain power or whether its opponents, most notably the INC under Rahul 

Gandhi’s leadership, will regain power. While the BJP will stress Modi’s strong leadership 

qualities coupled with slogans of Hindutva and economic development, the Congress will 

emphasize the Modi government’s failure to fulfil its promises and the dangers that the BJP 

rule poses to India’s secularism.  

The electoral picture in India gets complicated with the presence of a large number of non-

BJP, non-Congress parties that are strong contenders for power in various States, imparting a 

kaleidoscopic character to the electoral battle in the offing. The forging of electoral alliances 

with and between various regional parties will be crucial to the electoral outcome at the 

national level. As elections are only a few months away, political parties and party leaders are 

engaged in hectic activity to identify and articulate issues, to give shape to their policies and 

promises with a view to maximize support among various sections of society, construct 

political narratives and forge electoral alliances.   

The general election of 2019 offer us a window to look at India’s condition, to assess the new 

directions in India’s democratic politics in recent times, to examine the multiple formats of 

party competition and patterns of political leadership and to analyse the electoral prospect. To 

discuss some of these aspects as India goes to polls, a one-day workshop (participants are 

asked to register and contribute £15 towards costs which will include lunch and refreshments) 

will be held at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London on 14th February 

2019. We hope that this meeting will allow some of the leading scholars of Indian politics in 

the United Kingdom to look at the emerging political and electoral landscape of India and 

identify major issues that we need to pay attention to and probe in the coming few months. As 

a sequel to this workshop, we propose to hold a bigger conference later in India where the 

participants will present their papers on the themes they choose to work on and develop.  We 

envisage that the papers emerging from this project will contribute to the development and 

refinement of theorizing Indian politics through a systematic study of the 2019 election 

outcome that locates it in the wider context of the evolution of Indian democracy.  
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